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1.  How was the lesson constructed and organized? 

 

The class began with a quiz while the computers loaded for a web-quest afterward.  The quiz was 

shown on the overhead via powerpoint, while the students wrote down their answers on an on-

going test sheet.  The students passed in their quizzes, reviewed the answers, and began working 

on the web-quest. 

 

The web quest was on Bacteria, and listed five different animated websites and referenced two 

book sections.  This lesson followed a class on bacteria notes, so the students are continuing to 

explore bacteria through self-guided notes in this activity. 

 

 

2.  What strategies did the teacher use for engaging students? 

 

After the quiz, Ashley went back over the questions with the students, and called on individuals 

to answer.  The class responded verbally reviewing the quiz, and Ashley asked the class to 

explain why answers were correct or incorrect.  This was a lower-level class, and using this recall 

technique was very effective in engaging the class in the discussion. 

 

As the students worked individually on their web quest, Ashley circled the room and answered 

questions or posed further questions to students to enhance their understanding of the material.   

 

 

3.  How did the teacher manage and monitor student learning? 

 

Ashley used multiple questioning strategies to maintain student engagement and monitor student 

learning.  She asked students to explain why questions were true or false, and reminded students 

of previous labs, videos, and experiences to link the prior knowledge to the questions.  Ashley 

also used vocabulary connections (“retro” means backwards) to help students make connections 

between the content and their own experiences.  

 

There was a special-education/paraprofessional in the classroom, as well as a substitute teacher 

for the class period.  All three circled the room and continually checked with students and 

observed their progress on the web quest. 

 

 

4.  How did the students respond to the activities? 

 

The students were very talkative, and mostly discussed the content and quiz questions during the 

start of the lesson.  Once they settled into working on the web quest, they were quiet and focused 

on the task at hand, taking notes, reading, and drawing diagrams in their notes.  Ashley played 

some light classical music during the class as well, which added to the student’s incentive to work 



quietly—it appeared to calm the students and they quietly focused on their work. 

In fact, after the transition between quiz review, setting up computers, and starting the web quest, 

the students settled in and quietly worked for the remainder of the period. 

 

5.  What are suggestions for this lesson and for future planning? 

 

Ashley was acting as the substitute teacher in this class, and the lesson was her teacher’s plan for 

the day.  This lesson used a lot of technology (students using netbooks and interactive media), 

which Ashley did an excellent job of managing.  Additionally, Ashley did a great job of 

managing student behavior and discipline during the talkative times during class.   She used 

proximity to talkative students, calling on students who were talking, and other techniques to 

maintain control of the discussion.   

 

 

 

 

 


