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1. How was the lesson constructed and organized? 

 The lesson started with a brief review of how living things are organized.  
After leading the students in a discussion about food webs, Ashley talked 
about Venus flytraps.  She then distributed ecosystem role cards to each of 
the students.  As the children read a brief description of their role, yarn was 
passed from the “prey” to the “predator” to represent this connection.  Up 
completion of the activity a discussion was held about how the removal of 
even one member of the food web has an effect on the entire food web.  Prior 
to the dismissal bell, each student was given a homework assignment. 

2.  What strategies did the teacher use for engaging students in meaningful 
learning? 

 Ashley went over her expectations of them prior to the activity.  To check 
their prior knowledge she began with a brief overview.  She did a class food 
web activity that involved all of the students.  She also called on a variety of 
students to during the discussion portion of the lesson.  At the end of her 
lesson, Ashley gave a homework assignment to further assess student 
learning. 

3.  How did the teacher manage and monitor student learning? 

 Ashley went over her expectations and reminded the students about the 
rules periodically.  

4.  How did the students respond to the activities? 



 All of the students were engaged during the entire lesson.  They were 
extremely excited about doing the food web activity.   

5.  What are suggestions for this lesson and for future planning? 
Excellent job!!!  I liked how you presented the information by using a variety 
of methods including the dry erase board, the Venus flytrap demonstration, 
the African food web activity and the final group discussion. I also like how 
you went over your expectations of them prior to the lesson.  As you continue 
to work more with children you will learn that you always need to keep them 
in eye’s sight as much as possible.  Something to think about when talking 
about either doing the activity or reading the science book could imply to 
some children that reading is not a good.   


